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r 0570 8" TO iy the truth; It 
has been my wiſh and intention not to enter 
into any converſation with your Royal Highneſs 
concerning the public conduct of my miniſters, 
or thoſe who have acted in oppbſition to them 
during the affecting. interval of my govern- 
ment. It was rather an anxious deſire of my 
own heart to paſs over the chaſm which the 
lapſe of my underſtanding occaſioned in the 
public adminiſtration of my kingdom. It ap- 
peared to me, that there was no intermediate 
event which could afford a pleafing topic of 
diſcuſſion between you and myſelf: and as it 
would ill become me to accompany the bleſ- 
ſing of my recovery with reſentment to my 
fon, whatever bis conduct might have been, 
| > I became 
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I ane extremely — to avoid a retroſ- 
n & — It is enough far me,, that, on awaking 
= my dtrtum, Fin ay gc unin- 
jured by my infirmity, andy exulting in my 
reſtoration.— But as you ſeem to apprehend ill 
impreſſions, of ſome kind or other, and de- 
. clare, that the comf ort. of my life depends on 
„a bearing "Flow bre the kchſons- Which 
E eee your conduct during my affliction, I 
all comply with your requiſition, and liſten 
to you with a paternal patience, It becomes 
me, however, Pprevioufly to inform you, that I 
am well acquainited with every tranſaction of 
ttze late important period, and that my opinion 
"AY is already formed of «the meaſures that have 
deen adopted, of the oppoſition that was made 
to them, and of the perſons who have appeared 


* 


. gas prineipalſ actors an the occaſion. k, may 


de alſo neceſfary, for a «right underſtanding 
between us, in, the buſineſs on which we ai 


about to engage, to obſerve, that. while y 
i= a full right to plead, I. may. wk che 
þ ty, 


if, ſee occaſion, to eee 
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Ee 1 have every . to . thar 
N ſom particular; leading individuals, among 
' your: Majeſty's ſervants, haye repreſented my 
- demeanour during the late. -unhappy period, 
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\ Auation,, and hoſtile, to the. intereſts- of your 

kingdom. Ye | ö 
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What convincing reaſons youdmay poſſeſs 
vheredn to build, ſuch an hypotheſis, I am not 
anxious / to enquire, becauſe they are without 
foundation. Both the Lord Chancellor and the 
firſt miniſter have, in their communications: to 
me, delivered themſelves with the moſt reſ- 
pectfu uttention to you; and if I could ſup- 
poſo it poſſibla for ſuch wiſe- men and faithful 
ſervants ta ſtep beyond the bounds of decorum 
in their conſultations with me, I ſhould con- 
_clude they had done it in the more than earneſt 
manner with which they recommended me to 
check any, and every ſuſpicion of my breaſt 
with reſpect to the motives that governed the 
late conduct of your Royal Highneſs. Indeed, 
I cannot but expreſs my concern, that, on the 
very treſnhold of the buſineſs, you ſhould begin 
with anſwering an accuſation that has never 
deen made, and charging thoſe men with prac- 
ttiſing agai you all the injuſtice of miſrepre- 
ſentation, who have, on the contrary, acted. 
with ar ſpirit of magnanimity, which would do 
hondur to yourſelf. +; Bur, not to turn you aſide 
from the mode of apology, which, perhaps, 
you are prepared to adopt You are at liberty 
to ſuppoſe that I am perfectly well acquainted 
with your plans of operation during the time 
when it was doubtfü 
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Jr I fhovld be trul ſorry, Sir, to. laſpet'wh 1 
ſuſpicion would . unjuſt; and your royal 
word is more than ſufficient to remove. mine, 
in the matter before us, - from certain of 
your Majeſty's Miniſters; but as I know: them 
to 25 indiſpoſed towards me, I had ſomething 
like a right to imagine, that; in repreſenting 
their oun ſervices to your. Majeſty, they er 
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_ thoughts of my Miniſters, + any more than 


for thoſe of my children. To ſearch into 


baue © 


diſcover What is 


and that you wil not do yom heart and 


the receſſes of the human heart, and to 
ng there, delongs to 
that power alone; before which | the | 
of the world muſt bend ;—but' as L. uiſh to 
hear your ſentiments on ſomething more 


pinion, I! muſt» beg yνj, R! 
Higbueſs to confine yourſelf to yourſelf; 


— 


ſo | injuſtioe as to loo 
for your 


uſtification; in the miſconduct of 


n "others, —Bot 1 WON th — 


5 5 to 


(, 75 
te relieve you, therefore, as far as may 
be in my power, from your very unpleaſant 
ſituation, and to ſave you the trouble, as 
well as the pain, of ſtating the ſuppoſed 
| charges, which you propoſe to anſwer— 
I will turn catechiſt, if you pleaſe, and of- 
fer ſuch interrogatories ag may” call forth 
_ thoſe replies, which will involve all that you 
+ wiſh to fay to me in the very intereſting 
ſubjet of the preſent copference. I. ſhall 
therefore ſuppoſe, ' what 'T muſt you feel 
ang gr prepated to prove, that, daring the 
te extraordinary and awful period, you 
have done every thing which was required, 
by your duty to me, who am your father 
—the dignity: of your ſtation, which places 
you next to your Sovereign—and the intereſts 
of the Empire, which, if you live, wil. 
one day be your own, On this idea I 
ſhall» conclude, that when you had recover- 
ed from the feyere ſhock which muſt have 
been felt by your mind on the unexpected 
nature and poſſible conſequences of my ill- 
neſs, you immediately called to your councils 
and conſolation, fome of the firſt, the wiſeſt, 
and the beſt men in this country: or, if 
you ſhould have thought it more proper, as 
it might have been at firſt, to reſt the bur- 
then of your mind on one rather than many, 
I 'ſhould- hope that the diſtinguiſhed indivi- 
dual would be moſt worthy of your confi- | 
dence, and be eſteemed as ſuch by the na- 
tion,” as well as yourſelf. ' May I, therefore, 


all, 


— 


—— - -—— ome - _ 
— 


— . —U—ü—6j ———2⏑ — — 
* — 
þ \ Z 
— TEE we 2 — = 
a 


I - 


WES, 


4. ebe did your Royal Highneſs honour - 
with Tour: FIRE, communications = 1M 


r = 
. * 
N 4 | * . 
1 „ - [ 
: P 
** f a K 9347 6 - 7 
— % 2 y | . = „ * F 
* F : , 927 9 x 1 Ve N pn 
. 8 1 S % P o - - 
4 | * 7 7 © * * & = 5 4 7 4 
03 ” „ = = i = t , 143 7 \ , 
* * 
— 1 % 4 


Me. Sheridan in the name of 1 com- 
mon ſenſe, and honour, what could induce you 


to place ſuch a alder, * 4 man oY 


by 
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K Tin ready, Sir, to dns et zelene 
hat it did not occur to me to make any 


application to, or have any communication, 
either aggregately or individually, with your 


Majefty's Servants, for, none of them, poſſeſſed 
my eſteem; I neither regarded them as private 
or public men: it Was, therefore, I truſt, an 


honeſt conduct in me, tõ make application to 


thoſe nem 1 ORE 2 oh both cee. 
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a a grave countenance, that Mr. Sheridan, either 
as à private ora public man, is worthy. ſuch a 


mark of your regard ?—As a private man, what 


are his virtues As a n man, what has 
he 


ta oy 


* 


he done for his country? = What's his character 


Where is his property Deſcribe to me, if 


you pleaſe, the tenor of his life? To what un- 
accountable combination of circumſtances does 
he owe bis. elevation to your'favour ? ls it be- 


_ cauſe he is an eloquent ſpeaker, and a great wit? 
—»becauſe he has delivered brilliant ſpeeches, 


and written excellent comedies? — That the Heir 
apparent of the firſt empire in the world, in a 
ſituation of the greateſt public calamity, «ſhould 
make ſuch à man the repoſitory of his ſecret 


; thoughts; is nat to be reconciled to any wiſe or 


honourable principles of human conduct. If 
you felt it to be right, i the firſt moment, as 
it were, of my viſitation, to adopt the party that 
had fo violently oppoſed the meafures of my go- 
vernment, was there no man of patrician rank, 


or perſonal conſequence—no gentleman of pub- 


lic eſtimation, who bad ſufficient talents and 


_ honour to juſtify your confidence; but that you 


muſt look to the verieſt plebeian of the band for 
a favourite? Of all your infatuations it ſeems 


to be the moſt extraordinary, that, at a time 


when it, was ſo much your intereſt, in every 
ſenſe of the word,” to make the nation expect 
the beſt from'you, your en ſhould be 
ſo perverted as to adopt the very mode of con- 
duct which made them apprehend the worſt.— 


If you had applied to Mr, Fox you would have 


had, at leaſt, for your counſellor, a man whom 
no one has, as yet, deſpiſed; — he may be feared, 


and hated, —but I doubt much, if there be any 


mind, of ſuch à giant-ſize, as to feel, contempt 
for that man. You well know, in common 
with the whole kingdom, that he is no favour- 
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ite of mine ;-—nevertheleſs, I do moſt ſolemnly 


_ jeſty, that Mr. 


7 an agen nt for 
= inferior purpoſes, and I appointed Mr. Sheridax 


land was attended by a ſevere and incapacitating 
Meſs, which kept him at a diſtance from my 


my ſi hde—— 


_  eourts, than in the inferior ſtations of life, — 


„e 


declare it to be my ſerious opinion, that, ſituated 
as you were, you would have derived more ho- 
nour in being the dupe of ſuch a man as Mr. 


Fox, than the director of a weep: of ſuch charge 
ters as W. e | 


| A N 


At this time, permit me to form yo our Ma- 
ox was not in the kingdom, 
and. I waited his return for the 3 4 0 


of any political deſign or arrangement on my 
rt. -in the mean time I wante 


to that office. The arrival of Mr. Fox in Eng- 


councils ; Mr. Sheridan e e by 


e Tra 
where 1 98 15 vill remain till be becomes 


a'thorn in it. The ſituation of your Royal 
Highneſs is by no meang more uncommon. in 


You wanted a ſervant, and have provided for 
yourſelf a maſter.—-[ have the fulleſt conviction 
in my own mind that Mr. Fox would have 
thought it right, as the Duke of Portland hag 
ſince done, to oppoſę your 4 Highneſs 
when e you Wong - But, in taking a 

an 
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s 
man to your boſom, whoſe fortune hung upon 
your favour h was fo deeply intereſted to 
obtain that favour by every, and any means in 
his power, who, jnſtead of profeſſing ſufficient 
power to reſiſt your wiſhes, when they were 
do your diſhonour, or an adequate degree of 
perſonal conſequence to place between you and 
ur follies, you appear to have been governed 
y no other motive than to poſſeſs ſome one 
who would employ the ready verſatility of ſupe- 
rior talents in flattering . your” weakneſſes, 
gratifying your paſlions, -and juſtifying. your 
deviations—not to the world, for the world is 
not to be duped by ſuch a man,---but to yourſelf. 
---Let us, however,quit a ſubje& which degrades 
our conference, and come to matters of higher 
import. I ſhall therefore, without heſitation, 
alk of your Royal Highneſs, the predominant 
reaſon why, the very inſtant there appeared to 
be a probability of your being called to the go» 
vernment of your country, you ſhould manifeſt 
an unreſerved averſion to the ſervants whom I 
had employed, and with whoſe ſervices the 
countcy was contented? Was there any thing 
conducive to the general proſperity of the nation 
- which you diſcovered to have been neglected by 
them ?---Were they inactive in their duties, or 
incapable of performing them ?---Had the liberty 
of the ſubject been invaded, or the prerogative 


of the Crown infringed by their meaſures ?---Did 
trade languiſh ?---were the manufacturers with, 
out employ, and was the fail of commerce with- 
held from the wind, becauſe of their oppreſſive 
and impoliticarrangements ?--- Were the . | 

42 8 4 ratined _ 
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tified: eich Foreign Powers under dbelr ad- 


miniſtration, diſadvantageous · to the intereſts, or 


degradatory of the honour of Great Britain? 


Werr the revenues decreaſing, or the burthens 


of the people amen Were the indivi- 


duals vho compoſed my ment men of 
deſperate fortunes, and 4% ed characters, who 
ſtepped from poverty, or the ſervitude of a 

ming · houſe, to riot in the plunder of a public 
treaſury ? In ſhort, Sir, on looking round the 


nation, did you find that the people wiſhed you 
to drive them from the helm, to place your HAY 
3 Wende . favourizes there ? — 


. 


With al —oflible deference 0 your Majdſty 8 
partiality towards the ſervants of your on ap- 


pointment, permit me, Sir, juſt to obſerve, 


without entering into a wide field of argument | 
on the ſubjet—thar I have the higeſt opinion of 
the very ſuperior public talents and qualifica- 
Gag the party which oppoſes the Miniſters 
ho are ſo highly honoured by your Royal 
3 was therefore, not only natural, 
but neceſſary, for me to call ſuch men to my 


councils and the adminiſtration of the kingdom, 
- whole public and private qualities I ſo' greatly 


admired and eſteemed. For, I believe, it will 
not be:denied by any one, that a Government 
muſt be very ill adminiſtered indeed, where the 
Sovereign Power and the ſubordinate executors 


ol it have no confidence in each other: And 
the ſpirix at. unreſerved communication which 


i | | | ought 


. 
duglit to preſide in this conference, obliges me 
to declare,. that your Majeſty's preſent Miniſ- 
ters would be the laſt perſons in the kingdom = 
with whom I ſhould join in political ſentiment, 
or with whom I could form any political coali- 
tion.—I do not approve their general ſyſtem of 
public meaſures :—Befides, I ſhall not heſitate to 
acknowledge, that Iam by no means inſenſible 
to the indignity which 1 ſuffered from you, as 
_ I - muſt ſuppoſe, by their advice, and the 
haughty reluctance which they manifeſted, 
when the public voice called on your Parliament 
to reſtore me to the ſplendor and independence 
which belongs to your Eldeſt Son, and the Heir + 
of your Crown, LT MIL 


K. 


You are ſtill the:dupe of a raſh- judgment of 
your on, or the infidious miſrepreſentation of 
others In the buſineſs to which you allude, 
and whereof you complain, I am ready to take 
the whole burthen of the injury and injuſtice 
upon myſelf. The heſitation to relieve you 
from the conſequences of an unmeaning, 
thoughtleſs, and diſgraceful ſpirit of extrava- 
gance, did not ariſe from any perſonal back- 
wardneſs in myſelf or others, to overlook the 
follies of your youth, or to give you an oppor- 
tunity of convineing the world that you had re- 
covered from them but from the neceſſities 
of the ſtate. To relieve the public burthen— 


to leſſen the national debt, and to reſtore the 


coumry to its former ſtate of importance in the 
| cyes 


hands wherein I had placed it. | 


( mu ) 


eyes of Europe, Economy became the neceſſary, 

the leading, and the patriotic object of Go- 
vernment.-As the nation was forced to re- 
trench as the 8overeigu was obliged to narrow 
the limits of his expence, it was thought that 
vou might alſo evince your attention to the 


public wants and intereſts, by adopting a bo- 
coming portion of the general economy.—I per- _ 
ceive, indeed, what I have always ſuſpected, 


that there is ſomething perſonal in your objec- 
tion to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. —The 
unaccommodating ſpirit which he inherits from 
his father, and is a ſtriking feature in his great 


public character, may, perhaps, ſo far blend 
itſelf with his private qualities as to incapacitate 


him (all political conſiderations apart) for being 
admitted to the convivialities of Carlton - houſe.— 


He may not have it in his power, or perhaps he 
might not even poſſeſs the inclination, to ren- 


der himſelf ſo engaging to your Royal Highneſs 
as Mr, Sheridan or George Hanger; —but as a 


public character he has deſerved well of his 


country and his Sovereign; and they are both 


molt ready, and willing, to acknowledge it. 


And now, permit me to enquire into your mo- 


tives for fling, on the late occahon, in direct 


oppoſition to'the declared wiſhes of the people ? 


Ik has not been poſſible, I ſhould hope, for any 


perſons in your confidence, to miſlead, or rather 


to annihilate, your underſtanding in ſuch a 
manner as to make you believe that the majori- 


ty, and a very commanding majority of the na- 
tion did not poſleſs the wiſh that the efficient 
conduct of Government ſhould continue in thoſe 


NR 
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Lam by no means diſpoſed to controvert ſuch 
an opinion. But popularity, as your Majeſty 
well knows, is of a very uncertaia nature: —it 
tiſes with the gale, and he who was followed 

eſter day with the loudeſt acclamations, may 
be hifſed to- morrow.— But, whatever. popular 
prepoſſeſſion there might be in favour of the 


Adminiſtration, as it ſtood, the ſentiment was 


very univerſal, and the Houſes of Parliament 
enforced it by their vote, that I ought: not t 

de reſtrained in the appointment of my nolitica) 
ſervants, had. the duration of your Majeſty's in» 
diſpoſition compelled me to enter on the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom; and, as I have no 
doubt but the miniſters of my choice would 
have deſerved popularity, that charm of public 
men would have been ſoon transferred from the 
ſervants of you Majeſty's appointment to. thoſe 
of my nomination. - Beſides, I am diſpoſed to 
believe, that the general ſympathy of the nation, 


with your Majeſty's affliction, operated to cauſe 


every known partiality of yours to be regarded 
with peculiar favour by the public, and that 
the Adminiſtration of the day owes much of 
its popular conſideration to ſuch, a popular ſen- 
ument, _ , 


Permit me then to aſk your Royal Highneſs 
how it happened, that when a nation thus ſym- 
pathized with its Sovereign, you ſhould Tang 

f | oor, 


3 au 
aloof, and be perſuaded not to feel a ſimilar 
ſympathy with your father. —Bur-I ſhall reſerve 
- - what Thave' to fay, and the hiſtory of what I 
have felt on this TubjeQ, for the concluding part 

our converſation; and proceed to requeſt 

at you will inform me as to the grounds of 
that popularity which you are pleaſed to believe 
would have accompanied the firſt official exer- 
ciſe of your ' Miniftets. In recommemding you 
to change the eee -which I had 
| choſen, and which the people applaud, they 
muſt, ſurely, have pointed out to you ſome 
very dangerous defects in the exiſting ſyſtem of 
Government, and recommended to your appro- 
bation ſome general plan of great national ad- 
vantage, which had been neglected by their 
predeceſſors, and was to be immediately com- 
pleated by them.— Will your Royal Highneſs, 
for my ſatisfaction, as well as inſtruction, in- 
form me concerning the general ſyſteln of pubs 
lic meaſures' which were to poſſeſs the magic 
power of Jang. > 2 to your very 
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1 was Gerau to ple earlieſt pol. 
ſeſſion of power, in 2 the Repeal of 
the Shiop-Tax. | 
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"1 houta: really ſmile at wine \Ginplicity, i if I 
40 not fear that you were laughing at mine. 
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20 
But any thing like a ſenſation of meriment 
would ill become the ſolemnity of this confe- 
rence. What! could the councils. of Carlton- 
Hau produce nothing of more national concern 
than a buſineſs ſo Tg. when compared with 
the primary intereſt of the empire, and which 
was introduced to. the ſolemnity of your-delibe- 
rations for no other purpoſe than to ſecure, to 
Mr. Fox and, his worthy parliamentary col- 
leagues, the honour of repreſenting the city of 
Weſtminſter * Were no ſchemes of finance 
propoſed by Sheridan? Had Charles Fox no 
new arrangements for the adminiſtration of In- 


dia Did Edmund Burke preſent no plans from 


Utopia, for the good order and economy of your 
houſehold ?. Were there no projects, for the 


proſperity of Ireland, tranſmitted to you by Mr. 


Grattan-? Were no ideas thrown out for ex- 
pediting and humanizing the practice of the 
Law, by the Chief Fuftice. of the Common Pleas? 


From whence then—tell me from whence, my 


dear Prince, did you expect this popularity to 
proceed, which was to encircle, you and your 
friends, with the brighteſt blaze of national ap- 
pepe f:: | 
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I do not foreſee the poſſibility of eontradic- 
tion, when I aſſert that any political body or 
party of men, if the latter term pleaſes your 
Majeſty better, who ſhould be honoured with 
the ſupport of the old Whig families of this 
country, and, to whom public liberty, and the 
1 can $ | Houſe 
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ouſe of zre ſo very much indebted, 1 
have a natural im to the r= ſpeR and confi- 
dence of your Majeſty and the nation. But this 

is net the only honourable advantage which de- 
longs to thoſe men with whom I acknow | 
mytelf tobe politically connected; — in abilities, 

in property, and in virtue, I challenge the moſt 
virulent enemy they have, to point out their 
equals in the long favoured hiſt of the * 
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Among tue vulgur ere uf ach eke. 
an opinion ſeems to have been eage 3 

ed, and artfully diſſeminated, that there are 
particular families who poſſeſs ant Hereditary = 
right to the favours of the Crown, which is | 


 foandedon their zeal and activity in forwarding 
. the Revolution, and raifing. the Proteſtant Fa- 
mily of Hanover to the throne of 'theſt king- 
_ doms.—Nothing ſurely can be more unreaſon- - 
able than to expect, that a King ſhould govern 
hinfelf by rules, which they who preſume to 
dictate to him continually violate. Wherefore 
is the Sovereign to be the only perſon in his 
kingdom who is to be thus faſt bound by ſuch 
diſtant ties If the ſon turns aſide from the 
path of honour in which his father trod, ought. 
he to poſſeſs his father's repatarion, or bas he a 
. right to eit his father's friends ? I may difeo> 
ver a greater degtee of tenderneſs to the errors 
of a man on account of the ſerviecs performed 
dy his anceſtors; but How great ſever they 
way have been, they do not ſurely bind me to 
| ſubmit, 


* 
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fubmit, with agquieſcence; to perſonal inſults, 
or to court him who might betray m2. Do 
theſe Sie who preſcribe ſuch narrow li- 
mits for their Savereign's conduct, realize the 
ſyſtem they recommend ?—In. their political 
courſe, do they not continually deſert the very 
friends Who, have elevated them to honour, / 
and placed them in the career of fortune —1 
muſt own it wounds me, and 1 conſider it as 
a very ſaucy effort of Ariſtocratic inſolence, 
when it is declared, that the Crown is bound to 
an hereditary confidence in particular families, 
at the very time when they quit that demeanour | 
which can alone juſtify their claim upon it. If 
children degenerate from the principles of theic 
| auc they loſe the privileges which the 
atter poſſeſſed; and a continuation of them 
would be conſidered as the mark of a weak, in- 
ſenſible mind, by the very perſons who caſt 
their unreflecting, filly cenſure,” on an oppoſite 
conduct.— The Bruonſhire Family, for inſtance; 
is reſpectable, from its perſonal influence, as 
well as private virtue; and its ſupport muſt ever 
be a deſirable acquiſition to Govęrnment But 
a Prince would become deſervedly contemptible 
in the cyes of all his people: who practiſes 
mean ſubmiſfions to leſſen the power of a party. 
It is his duty, and real intereſt, © preſerve his 
dignity; and he muſt not fink beneath it, to 
_ conciliate the political regard and ſupport even 
of a Duke of Devonſhire. | 
The abilities of Mr. Fox, (for as to Barke and 
Sheridan, I leave them out of the queſtion,) 
they arc of a very 5 nature. 7 
m 
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mild virtues of the Cavendiſbes are molt willing- 
38 by me; and if both the one and 

je other could be blended in the ſame perſon, 
they would form one of the beſt men, as well as 
the greateſt miniſters, who had ever raiſed the 
glory of a nation, or elevated the dignity of hu- 
man nature. But, in their preſent Kate of ſepa- 
ration, how do theſe pte. eminent talents and 
ſuperior virtues operate? The anſwer, I fear, 
is too obvious: to make the beſt ſubſer vient to 
the worſt, and to employ the good in the wretch- 
ed bufiheſs of giving a colour to the bad. The 
abilities of Mr. Fox:--the character of the Houſe 
of Cavendiſp the name of Risſel. Land the im- 
menſe property of rheſe great families, have long 
formed, and ſtill continue to compoſe, the cur- 


rent cant of your party praters. But the nation 25 


is not deceived: the people diſcover neither 
beauty nor proportjon in this mighty Coloſſus, 
which, under your protection, would beſtride 
- the'etnpire ; but conſider it rather as an hetero- 
gencous compoſition- of various ſhapes, that 
muſt produce diſpleaſure to the eyt᷑, and appre- 
henſion in the mind of every one, whom preju- 
dice, neceflity,' or ſomething worſe, have not led 
to the feet of this miſhapen idol. © The property 
of particular individuals among your friends is 
very great; but I ſhall venture to aſſert, that 
the aggregate wealth of thoſe petſons who ſup- 
port the meaſures of Government, is far ſupe- 
rior to that of the oppoſite party. But, after 
all, what is the mere ſolitary poſſeſſion of exten- 
ſive property; and whence docs it derive the 
powerful claim you ſeem to think that it has 1 
* right 
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tigkt to make on the -pablic confidence ?- Will 
Wut Royal Highneſs inform me concerning the 
ſplendid and (patriot munificence of thoſe men, 
whoſe vaſt incomes, according to your doctrine, 
-ouight; in the very recital, to bribe the public 
into a ſubmiſſive vencration for their poſſeſſors? 
Can you tell me of ſcience protected, of arts 
endoutuged of merit ſupported---of indigence 
relieved--:ot wreickedneſs made happy by your 
Vu ealthy adherents ? Or is their generofity to 
be ttaced only in the ſleck appearance of the 
Parking Hounts of faction, the | cleemoſynary 
ſupplies to party retainers, ur the ſubſoriptions 
for ſupporting a i Election? When 
'you" Hint at che popularity chat (your friends 
would have poſſeſſed, had they been elevated 
to power, communicate to me the means by 
hic they would have deſerved to be popular? 
When you make a boaſt of your Whig families, 
convince me, I beſeech you, of their Whig prin- 
ciples; and confirm the operative weight of 
their great property, by examples of that. noble, 
patriotio, and amiable employmentof it, which 
eum alone make it the ſource of honourabl . .- 
-er;—lhthe arrangements of your expected and 
enpecting Adminiſtration, did you propoſe to 
make a Whig Chancellor, a Whig Secretary of 
State for the Foreign Department, or a Whig 
Attorney General ?—And when the Duke of 
Portland, on the firſt appearance of my amends 
ment, expreſſed a determination to proceed no 
further in your ſervice, did you intend to ſupply 
nis place with a Whig firſt Lord of the Treaſury ? 
The perſons approptiated to theſe offices, might, 
C 2 every 
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every one of them, be zealous Whigs, but they 
were every one of them notorious Scatabmen; 
and; for that ſole reaſon, had they been em- 
ployed by me, Mr. Fox, would not have heſitated 
a moment to ** them down as inveterate To- 
ries. Poor Queenſbury and Lothian were never, 
2 Rin vat by any of you as poſſeſ- 
| ing either common ſenſe or common principle, 

till they became. proſelytes to your politics; 
and they now add two more noble families to 
the di/raguiſhed I hig: of this country. I am, 
indeed, extremely. concerned to obſerve with 
what zeal you adopt the jargon of thoſe unmean- 
ing diſtinctions, which ate only revived by the 
emiſſaries, and for the purpoſes, of party and 
faction. Loyahy and Patriotiſm want no other 
name or title than their oπn; and when they 
are clothed in furtive appellations, you may 
be aſſured it is for ſome low, lurking view of 
intereſt or diſhonour. I muſt, howeyer, beg 
of you not to conclude, that I am inſenſible to 
the merit of ſome among your Whig connec- 
tions: it really appears to me, that the ſmall 
comparative portion of decency and good ſenſe 
that is obſervable” in the conduct of your party, 
during my calamity, was infuſed into it, by the 
honour, the .dignity, the good underſtanding, 
and determined * or the _ 7 Port- 
land, | | 


P. 
* Wu ſenſible with your Majeſty, of 
; the ſteady virtue, dignified conduct, and gene- 


ral 
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ral eſtimation of that Nobleman; and, as an 
oſtenſible head of a political aſſociation, he 
muſt be conſidered with no common degree of 
reſpect; but as a practical engine of Govern- 
ment, in council or in action, I am diſpoſed 
to look upon his Grace rather as an inferior 
character. Ne n e gie 


100 


I moſt ſincerely believe it. The noble Duke 
has ſomething of a fturdy virtue about him, 
which is not always to be overreached; and in 
the late arrangements of your party, his inflexi- 
ble honour gave you offence, by oppoſing itſelf 
to ſome of the moſt raſh and impolitic projects 
that wicked men could adviſe, ar weak men 
be perſuaded to adopt. | 


12 


Your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs an opinion 
of very pointed ſeverity ; though I truſt it may 
be in my power to procure a relaxation of it, 
if you will graciouſly condeſcend to explain the 
_ circumſtances which have communicated ſuch 
an unfavourable ſentiment to your royal breaſt? 


When you propoſed, on the expeQation of a 
Regency, to make Mr. Sheridan a Cabinet Mi- 
niſter, did not the Duke of Portland refuſe, in 


the moſt poſitive manner, to comply with your 
deſire, 
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defire, as 2 meaſure which would be diſgraceful 

to your government? But this is nat all: I need 

not inform your Royal Highneſs, that although 

your debts have been ſo lately di charged, an 
application was intended to be made to Parha- 
ment, on your aſſuming the Regency, to diſ- 
charge the enormous incumbrances of a latter 
contradion; and, as if it were thought that 

your own deficiencies, ta the amount of two or 
three hundred thouſand pounds, were not ſuf. 
ficient,” I am diſpoſed to believe that you were 
perſuaded to give your conſent to the addition 

of a fictitious item to the account, which in- 
volved the debts of ſeveral of your ruined adbe- 
yents—4if that epithet may, with propriety, be 
applied to men who never poſſeſſed any other 
fortune than the e credulity of thaſe ho 
have truſted them, The Duke of Partland did 

not, as he could not reaſonably, obje& to the 
opening an unincumbered entrance for you, to 

the government of your country; which, thanks 

to the Miniſters whom you were about to diſ- 

mils from its ſervice, was in a condition freely 
toafford you the neceflary relief; but his Grace 

acted like an honeſt man, a ſteady patriot, and 

your moſt ſincere friend, by oppoſing a meaſure 

| which none but the miſcreants who were ta 
profit by it could adviſe, and muſt have diſ- 
graced you, beyond all expreſſion, in the opini- 

on of the empire. Need I tell you, what, I 
preſume, the Duke himſelf muſt have felt on 

the occalion, that a ſimilar act in a private man 
would have been liable to all the opprobrium 
1 of a ſwindling tranſaction. To have commenc- 
| | at's" 
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ed your Regency with ſuch an attempt. would 
have been inauſpicious indeed! For my own 


T 1.6% . 4 * $ 4 17 9 
art, I cannot conceive that Parliament would 


ave ſubmitted to ſuch” an inſult, or that the 
repreſentative underſtanding of Great-Britain 
could have been perverted into a conſent to vote 
away the public money to diſcharge, under any 
form whatever, the debts of certain ſorry per- 
ſons, which bad been contracted in the worſt 
manner, for no other reaſon than that your un- 
reflecting and prodigal good nature, to ſay no 
worſe, had thought proper to rank them with 
you own. In ſeveralother inſtances that I could 
name, did the Duke of Portland act very much 


to his own honour, to your advantage, as well 


as to the general ſatisfaction; and though it is 
not a matter of ſurpriſe, it is of real concern to 
me, that he ſhould not be the moſt reſpected 
perſon who was ſummoned to the Councils. of 
Carletan Houſe. You had but one popular man 
in the whole tribe of your adherents, and the 
prudent meaſures of his cautious ſuggeſtion are 
preciſely thoſe which you adopr with the greateſt 
reluctance. One might almoſt imagine, that 
ſome Dæmon, a foe to human excellence, had 
been permitted to exerciſe the ſpirit of perver- 
ſion upon you, and to ſuggeſt that ſubferviency 
to others, which has diſgraced yourſelf. Policy 
and nature both made their rightful claims on 
your underſtanding and your heart; and you 
appear to have treated both the one and the 
other with a moſt unjuſtifiable neglect. The 
fot mer urged you to acquire the eſteem of the 
people, and the latter invited you to act 90 

| | * | al 
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gll poſſible delicac and tenderneſs towards your. 
afflicted, father, "Permit me to aſk you, in what 
manner you obeyed the diQates of either? 


$* 3 1 

3 
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I ſtood in a ſituation unparalelled in the an- 
nals of Royalty. Your Majeſty's illneſs bad 
made a chaſm in the gonſtitution of your coun- 

try; and the mode inyented by your Miniſters 
for filling up the breach, was not only in direct 
oppoſitiqn to my own ſentiments, but to the. 
deliberative opinion of thoſe men whom I con- 
ſider as the beſt qualified to adyiſe me on any 
and eyery occaſion, © I 


K. 


It is a common error, in unreflecting men, 
to miſtake inclination for opinion; and this, 
perhaps, may have been your caſe on the pcca-. 
ſion, which is now before us. As far your 
counſellors, they were ready, I doubt not, to 
give you an opinion of their conſtruction, if you 
_ were not already provided with ane, of your 
own: or, ſhould you have determined for your- 
ſelf in the buſineſs, which, however, I do not. 
much ſuſpect, their ready complaiſance would 
have ſhaped their plaſtic ſentiments according 
to the model they had found in your inclination. 
The meaſures propoſed by my Miniſters to 
ſupply the affecting abſence of the Executive 
power, were approved by the general voice of 
the people: The Houſe of Commons, by a very 
18 ee _ conſiderable 
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conſiderable 8 8 75 confirmed the national 

ſentiment : The Houſe of Peers coincided with, 
and aided the work of the Commons. All that 
is, and all that will be, great in the Law, added 
a very powerful ſanction to the miniſterial ar- 
rangements. Theſe poſitions cannot, with any 


colour of truth, be denied by you; and I wiſh. 


it could be diſbelieved by me, that you, with 
your political cohort, oppoſed yourſelves, in 
ſettling the conſtitution, to the opinion of the 
Law, the votes of both Houſes of Parliament 
and the nation. Nay, it is impoſible for me 


not to obſerve that the Genius of your party was 


foiled, in the hold efforts made to give you rights 
to which no claim could be diſcovered, but in 
the volume of-his ambition, He'was told that 
the newfaggled doQrine advanced, on the occa- 
ſion, was High Treaſon to the Conſtitution ; 
and, the following day, he thought it expedi- 
ent to retract his unconſtitutional opinion by a 


ſcilful explanation of the words which he had 


employed to convey it. 
20 50 81 - 


Tour Majeſty is pleaſed to tell me, that I 
have acted in direct oppoſition to ſound policy, 
and that I have reſiſted nature in her dictates 


ef filial duty. Such opinions, though they 
may proceed from a miſconception of your 


mind, affect me with a very painful concern; 
nevertheleſs, a ſuperior mortification waits on 
the jdea, that I am nothing better than the 
gupe of artful, wicked, and inſidious men; a 

OO TOOL ed ſpring 
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| ſpring to ſupply their wants, the ladder of their 
N and. in ſhort, the mere ede 


of NOT 


K. 


7e be confidered: as a e in . e 
of life, is a very mortifying circumſtance to a 
ſenſible mind: but, with reſpect to (yourſelf, 
there is no alternative. 1 muſt cer look 
upon your Royal Higbneſs as the Huad or 
the Engine of your party; and, when I con- 
ider the men of which it is compoſed, the 
nature of its eonduct, and the objects to which 
it directs all its endeavours, name you to 
the detter office,” in deſcribing you as the 
Executor, rather than the Diredor of weir 
rl K | 
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10 the hes very FF gular Boes of the nation- 
and myſelf, I adviſed | with thoſe men, of whoſe 
wiſdom, integrity, and experience I poſſeſſed 
the moſt decided opinion; and, in forming 
thoſe arrangements which they propoſed, and 
F myſelf appreved, —permit me to. ſay, that 1 
was no more a dupe to them, than your Ma- 
jeſty has ever been to your own Cabinet Coun- 
cil, whenever you have given tp 2 80 to their 
reſolutions. | 


ate K. 
x Gall not 1 ta argue upon the diſtinction 
between a body of men in high office, bound 


by 
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by oath, and accountable to their country, 
and a private, ſelect meeting of your partizans, 

called together for your purpoſes, and account- * 
able ta no ona : but ſhall procced to affer my 
ſentiments on à certain act of your privy coun- 
ſellors, which they perſuaded you to adopt as 
your awn 2 | mcan, the letter written in your 
name, and with your conſent ; but Iam inclined 
to believe, without any further interference on 
your part, ta Mr. Pitt. Such is the nature, 
tendency, and object, of this artful epiſtle, that 
I would rather hear you acknawledge an unre. 
flecting adoption of it, than the mature appro, 
bation of its principles and intentions. The 
dupes of bad men may, from various reaſons, 
be objects of pity; but he who poſſeſſes a know. 
ledge of their deſigus, and avowedly aids their 
progreſs to maturity, is involved in their guilt, 
and merits a ſhare. of the puniſhment due to it. 
This important letter of your embryo Miniſters, 
while it inſults the Parliament, the people, the 
Queen, and myſelf, is a moſt inſiduous contriv- 
auce to impoſe upon you, It mentions Parlia- 
ment as ſubſervient to a Miniſter—it conſiders 
the meaſures framed. by the Privy Council ag 
injurious to the people, who were ſo very ig- 
norant of their true intereſt, as to be perfectly 
ſatisfied with them, The ſeverity, with which 
the deſign of inveſting the Queen with the care 
of my afllited State and the management of my 
Houlehold is treated, implies a very unjuſt and 
uofeeling accuſation of your Mother but this 
u not all—the conſulting framers of this letter, 


. in direct oppoſition to their own private n 
2 | too 
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took upon them to aſſert, that the meaſures 
purſued by my Miniſters were fuch as would, 
on the recovery of my underſtanding, be fol- 


lowed with my vindictive diſapprobation.— They 


well knew-when they were contriving a period 
to that purpoſe, that they were forging a falſe- 
hood: and I am now in a ſtate, thank Heaven! 


to prove the effrontery of their conduct, by 


declaring the maſt ynreſeryed and grateful ap- 


probation of all my Miniſters have done for me 


and my people. But this letter was not written 
to form any part of a ſecret correſpondence be- 
tween your Royal Higbneſs and Mr. Pitt; it 


was compoſed with a view to future publica-' 


tion; and it was publiſhed for three important 
purpoſes—Firſt, It contained* the language of 
complaint from the Heir apparent of the Em- 
pire; and your friends expected that a generous 


le would be affected by it, and manifeſt 


ſome public diſpoſition in your favour. Se- 
condly, It was thought to contain a power of 
producing an attractive effect on certain waver- 
ing Members of Parliament and, Thirdly, by 
making your condemnation -of Mr. Pitt and his 
meaſures ſo notorious, you were fixed in a poli- 
tical dependance on the oppoſite party: thus 
you announced yourſelf the princely engine of 


their arts, of their ambition, and their reſent- 


ment; and while they perſuaded you that they 
were exerting themſelves for your honour, and 
the principles of the Conſtitution, their only 
views were to the emoluments and plunder of 
thoſe offices, which they hoped and expected 
you would ſoon be in a capacity to beſtow upon 


them, | 


— 


| 


( 29 ) 


them. But this letter did your friends no ſer- 
vice, and yourſelf no, honour: it did not dupe 
the people—it did not influence Parliament 
but it impoſed a binding obligation upon you. 
This was a moment, Sir, of all others, when 
you ſhould have been broad awake to the cir- 
cumſtances around you ; and it was at this mo- 
ment that you appear to have ſlumbered over 
your beſt intereſts, and to be vigilant only in 
the degrading efforts of party zeal and reſent- 
ment. The idle, ridiculous inconſiſtency of re- 
preſenting Mr. Pitt as your competitor for 
power, was adopted and foſtered by you; and 
your Brother of York was taught to enliven the 
prattle of his Parliamentary dinners with de- 
ſcribing the ſtruggle between your friends and 
the Conſtitution, as a perſonal conteſt between 
your Royal Highneſs and Mr. Pitt. In ſhort, 
it appears to me, that your own conduct was 
perſonally wrong, and that. of your adherents po- 
litically wrong in every inſtance that has come 
to my. knowledge. ED 


Ik it were poſſible that there could be a Judge, 
an impartial judge, between your Majeſty and 
myſelf, he would not, I believe, heſitate to pro- 
nounce, that . your political attachments and, 
prejudices were as warm and as zealous as mine : 
but ſurely, Sir, you do conſider your Miniſter 
to be ſo infallible, as to make his political con- 
duct the ſole ſtandard of what is politically right; 
nor can you, I ſhould preſume, be ſo unjuſt, as 

| to 


(w 3 


to thiow into one mals öf condemnation the 
numbers who are bold enough to differ from him. 
If that ſhould be your royal diſpofition, 1 ſhall 
add another Al to the chapter of my diſgraee, 
declaring, that I hold myſelf hoftife to his 
political principlesthat T neither e "of 
him às a Miniſter, or eſteem Him as 4 thts, 
and that I ſhall continue to give my poor un- 
availin Np to thoſe men who'oppoſe "Him, 
& our sgtacious ptotection, ſtrengthen- 

b ret nt — the times, makes Hith 
bon potent, I and my friends muſt contefft 
ourſelves withfubtitting to his ſuperiot fortune, 
ici - mit me, Sir, to declare, that we "ſhall 
lim in his progteſs; and I truſt that your 
Whjeſty will Tive to fee this towerit g eagle, who 
aims to breaſt the fun, * down, tothe 


| earth. 


K. 4.4 

I have nothing to do at preſent, with what 
may happen in future, If the Miniſter turns 
aſide from the path of honourable ambition 
if he-grows careleſs of preſerving the charaQter 
he has acquired. if he ſhould be ſo perverted, 
as to change the gratitude for the vengeance of 

his country, L ſhall not, believe me, throw the 
royal mantle around, him for his protection. 
But, Sir, in the opinion of his King, of his 


Country, and of Europe, he has mee © been, 
and at preſent is, a ph and good er; 


and the injuſtice of my anticipating a lapſe of his 


public character, could be equalled only * 
ony 


N 1 
folly of expecting, that, when he loſt his vir- 
tue, your friends would find it. I am ſorry to 
obſerve, that the eſteem of the people does not 
ppear to be an object of ſerious conſideration 
to you; and it can ariſe only from your own 
inattention to popular regard, that you ſeem to 
think it adds no dignity. to thoſe who poſſeſs it. 
You bave certainly laughed at appearances from 
0 Dos entrance into public life; and you are 
abituated to the game. It is not an eaſy thing 
for the Heir apparent of the Britiſh Crown to 
make himſelf unpopular among the Britiſh peo- 
ple; but this is a difficulty which you have ef- 
feQually ſurmounted ;—and the nation is not 
more rejoiced at my recovery, from affection to 
my perſon, than the being freed, by that event, 
From the apprehenſion of ſuch a Miniſtry as you 
had prepared to govern'them, _ 


P. 


But let me intreat your Majeſty, whatever 
our opinion may be of the men whom I ſhould 
have named as my political ſervants, to ſuppoſe - 
that they had, at leaſt, underſtanding ſufficient 
to purſue their own .intereſts, which they could 

not have done, if they acted in oppoſition to 
the general intereſt of the nation. 


K. 1 
How happened it then, that, in the very out- 
ſet of your new career, the Duke of Portland 


thought your attentions to the intereſts of 2 
„ 1 0 


32) 
of your favourites , carried ſo far, that he felt 
it his duty to oppoſe them? And if they could 
erſuade you- to enter into ſuch arrangements 
for their advantage, while heſitation hovered 
_ bvet the proccedings of the nation, what would 
they not © bave provided for themſelves, == 
the whole patronage of the Government had 
deen in the poſſeſſion of their caſy proteQor ?— 
'Your Royal Highneſs had an opportunity of do- 
ing every thing you ought, without yielding up 
any thing that you might. wiſh. It. was in your 
[hl . power to have eſtabliſhed yourſelf, in the hearts 
{8 of the people to have called fotth the applauſe 
= of ſurrounding nations -- to have preſerved the 
| | country from confuſion--ito have gratified your 
i! own private wiſhes, in gratifying thoſe of your 
f 


party and to have prevented ſuch a conference 
us this, from wearing, on my part, the colour 
. pol reproach, All theſe advantages were in your 
= power, and you rejected them all; nor canl 
trace your infatuation to any other cauſe, but 
the enger ambition and hungry neceſſities 
of yout favourites, which had inſpired them 
-with the power to turn your mind from any 
view of your real honour, in order to come at 
once to their gratifications. 
ann P. a inen i 
Ireally cannot deny, Sir, that if all this could 
have heen done, I muſt have been blind indeed: 
—ſuch a picture as your Majeſty has juſt de- 
ſeribed was never viſible to my mind— 


„Eh... 27 1c te 
I Vill explain myſelf. When I was deprived 


CT). 

Heaven of the capacity to ern my king- 
= and the nation e * 9 
which was to be veſted in you, your Royal 
Highineſs would havg done well to have 52 
moned the leading perfons'of yout political party 
to our preſence, and — them to the hot 
purport— / - * Hach 1 col 4 

1 2 1 bafelz a very confidentidl regard — von 
«. all; and I acknowledge perſonal obligations 


% to many of you; + Asa proof of my focetiry 5 


and my gratitude, I have requeſted ;your at- 
„ tendance, in order to unfald my mind to 
yon, on the preſent very extraordinary and 
“affecting criſis; and to explain to you the 
* conduct I mean e purſuez as well as the man 
ner in which I propoſe to ſuit myſclf io abe 
<« awful circumſtances of the moment. From 
6c the confirmed habits of friendly corhmunica2 
<« tion between us the attachment you have 
< ever ſhewn to me- my known opinion of 
your talems and principles, as: well as the 
* — pledge I have given of elevating you 
6 to the Amit ation this kingddm, When⸗ 
« ever I ſhould poſſeſs the Crown—l fay, from 
« theſe circumſtances you might be induced; 
* perhaps, to expect, that I ſhall-employ the 
<« firſt moments of the regetit powet in calling 
you to my Councils: fury L flatter myſelt, 
ee hen you have heard my reaſons, there wit 
« riot be one of you difpaſed to condemn my 

« purpoſe of declaring a meaſure, which it will 
« be my bappineſs to ſcize the firſt proper and 
<< fuitable opportunity of compleating. I fect 


G 5 in a very — piedicathent. - ct 
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Sovereign is at preſent deprived of the capa- | 
e city to govern his kingdoms : how long the 


e calamity may laſt, Heaven only -knows :— | 


e we are, however, informed, by the firſt me- 


$ dical profeſſors that his Majeſty is in a reco- 


. verable ſtate: while, therefore, recovery 
eis poſſible, I ſhall make no change in the go- 


„ vernment of the country. I propoſe to com- 


, municate my intention to bath Houſes of Par- 


© liament, to receive with all readineſs the re- 
gent power from their conſtitutional hands, 
6 as they -ſhall, in their wiſdom, ſhape and 
“ controul it; and I intend to exerciſe it as the 
«mere vice: gerent of the afflicted monarch. 
46 J ſhall continue his ſervants as he left them, 


„ and purſue the general plan of, government, 


*, to which he had ſet the ſeal of his approbati- 
on, while he poſſeſſed the faculty to approve. - 
«Such a mode of proceeding is, I think, con- 
5 formable to the delicacy which I, in a very 
particular manner, am bound to ſhew to the 
e afflicted ſtate of my father: ſuch a reſolution 
«will, I believe, meet with the applauſe of 


© the nation; and I doubt not will receive the 


<< warmeſt approbation of the King, when his 


+. reſtored reaſon ſhall qualify him to judge of 
my conduct. But: iFit ſhould pleaſe Heaven 


© to give a deadly wound to the underſtanding | 
of the Sovereign, I ſhall not think myſelt 
bound any longer to purſue the preſent ſyſtem 


of government. When his body is become 
the tomb of his mind, I ſhall act as if the 
*, King himſelf repoſed in the royal ſepulchre. 


* Having thus, in all things, performed my 
DIE ITS: | 1 * duty . 


1 

& duty to my father, and fatisfied the affections 
«' of the people, Fihall do Juſtice to myſelf, by 
«' fulfilling; my engagements to you. In the 
menn time, my friends, I intreat you to ex- 
L ereiſe moderation in every thing to ſtrength- 

«en, rather than interrupt, the proceedings 
« of Government, and to promote, as much as 
« poſſidte, 'a_ general unanimity, during the 
4 awful 2 of the nation. I well Know, 
that the prodigality and diſſipations of my 
< life have leſſened me in the eſteem of the 
« people; but, I truſt, that the conduct I have 
<« juſt declared it to be my intention to purſue, 
* will conciliate ſuch a degree of popular fa- 
< your, as will enable me, when the proper 
period arrives, to execute all my intentions 
ce with caſe to myſelf, without complaint from 
the public, and with advantage to you. Con- 
< ſider, my friends, if I ſhould call you to the 
helm at this moment, what hazard and diſ- 
„ advantage we ſhould have to encounter. — 
From the preſent temper of Parliament and 
the people, I doubt very much, whether the 
&% utmoſt exertions of my power would be able 
to maintain you in your fituations. At all 
<« events, if the King ſhould recover, and the 
% Royal Phyſicians have by no means diſcoura- 
« ped the expectation, you will be inſtantly 
« diſmiſſed from office—the national outcry 
« would be againſt us all, for the wanton ex- 
<6 pence of an unneceſſary, ill-iimed change of 
« Adminiftration—the public mockery would 
« follow us—and the popular party would re- 
66 turn to power, * ſuch a ſtrong prorecti. 


Bs IF 


* on ot the Sovercign and the people, 28 would 
leave your hopes no other foundation than an 
« evept, Natick it does not become me tg men- 
tion. I ſhall at as nature and palicy giQates 
e and'1'truft that you will co-operate with he. 
4 Such are the communications Kn ueſted 
©, we attendance to receive ; doc 42 1 
| igh an opinion of. .your unde 
6 firm 2 in ee 20 * 
60 5 ncere a perſuaſion of your regard for 
me to doubt of your app robation.” OT 
Such a conduct as this wovld have cleyated 
you to height Which, 1 fear, | your paſſions 
and your friends will never ſuffer you te 
attain ;—Tt would baye wiped off, at goce, 
all reproach . from your name wit would 
have made you the Pr of 1555 ug * 
and the admiration of Europe; it would 
Have ſoftened the ſarrows of your mother, 
and confoled the nation ſor the afflictiqn of 
their king,—But wherefore, alas lam 1 
fp Is to quit this, bright prone. af imaginati- 
8 for the dreary ſcene of fact and reali- 
ty !—Why, my ſon, have you compelled me | 
to reprefent the ſtriking reverſe of ſo much 
virtue ?—In a very early ſtage. of my diſ- 
order you encouraged the party in oppofiti- 
on to my, government, to expect every Gs 
from you ;—and, no. ſooner was the fign 
given, than all their arts. were let looſe upon 
de nation,—Their/ firſt attack was, againſt 
the conſtitution itſelf ; but the watchmen of 
the ſtate were vigilant, and fruſtrated the 
eee 9 e were then to bo 
employed; 


065 
employed ;—and every miſerable practice of 
an eleCtion-canvaſs was ſet in motion. Vou 
were made to diſplay all the decoration of 


entertain ments at Carltun Hoaſe to the lead- 
ers of your party, while its inferior perſon- 
ages were: conſigutd to his Highneſs of Tork, 
who forgot his-loffes: at the Tennis- court, in 
promoting; the: bribery of good dinners! and 
convwial mtemperance.—Bur- rheſe' endeavours 
dd not find the expected ſuoceſs, and other 
means were employed to obtain it.— The mi- 
niſters were accuſed of a moſt daring ambition, 
their meaſures were repreſented as hoſtile to 
the conſtitution, —and a*mockery was made of 


their loyal ſorrows. —Bur. the worſt is yet to 


comel-=Id a day Newſpaper, which is known 


tor. be devbtei to your party, and under tie jni- 
mediate fluence of your favourite adherents, 


am attdek, ts Mich I cartiot give a name, was 
made up tie Birer your Mother, Which I 
have read with tears of agony and aſtoniſhment. 


—=As ro'nsy (elf, was declared by your fami- 
liar friends; merins'of merriment, and jovial 


expedtarion; to Be in à fate of which there 


wete no Hopes“ The Phyſicians who dbubted 


moſt” of my recovery were” moſt careſſed by 
wut patty while Ductor Willis, x hoſe care, {kill 


and experierice; kate been ſo conducive to my 


your perſuaſire mannets, /. and to give ſuperb 


cure, Was examibed, by certain perſons of your” 


Committee, with an apparent view to betray 
bim; and when his integrity furmonnted every 


effort to perplex bis mind, he was denominated, 


by one of your cn orators, an Empiric, and a 


Moumebank—and threatened with — 
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+ Before the warmth of oa Majeſty's 8 
riſes to an height which might debar me from 


replying to you, permit me to obſerve, that ! 


do not hold myfelf anſwerable for the unreflect- 
ing violence, and erring zeal, of patty-men.— 
The Preſs is become very Fcentious;- I have, 
myſelf, been the continual object of iis ſeverity, 
and the means of rn we wo 2 NITOy 


\ 


o®:- 
f will your Royal Hi ;ctook contieſernd 
0 an evaſion. ſo degrading to you. 
Will you ſerioufly tell me that you could not 


have curbed, if it had fo pleaſed, you, the im- 
pet uous conduct of your friends Whatever 


they have done was from a dehre to correſpond. 
with your wiſhes, and 10 aid the general plan, 
which it was the ambition of your party to 
complete Lou well know that vout Royal 
. at leaſt, the oftenſidle PoJar-ſtar 


CT a4 % 


not been with. a, view. to ſome political A 


an, which it had been your wiſh: either to ſup- 
Port. or prevent. will not fay that you were 
ef s to inf Seen r er confi- 

15 dential 


„ — ” wo 
1 
* 


WE 


IE 


e 

: dential people, — but Ido not know that you re- 
queſted Mr. Sheridan to check the literary zeal 
of his myrmedons, or that they received afrown 
of diſapprobation from you, for having com- 
mitted ſuch unparalelled inſolence. Nay, Sir, 
permit me to aſk you, whether it was not by 
your conſent, if not by your command, that a 
-menial officer of your kitchen became the pro- 
prietor of a newſpaper, which has ſince been 
devoted to the miſerable purpoſes of faction: 
and, at this moment, hen my recovery has 
been declared in Parliatnent, and is known to 
yourſelf, is not that paper encouraged to ex- 

reſs its doubts of the event, and to diſſeminate 
its pretended incredulity through every part of 
the kingdom. Here ae oma 


Qu facit per alterum, facit per ſe. 


And I ſhall not heſitate. to lay all the reproach 
of the confidential Weltjee's conduct at his door 
from whom it originates——That you have act- 
ed ini oppoſition to every principle of good poli- 
cy, —and ſinned againſt the beſt feelings of na- 
tural affection, is in proof before you. It is 
too apparent that you have failed in your duty, 
as a fuhject, to your Sovereign, and of a child 
to his parent, —If you poſſeſſed the common 
ſepſibility- of a good heart, the calamity that 
befell me would have brought you to that com. 
poſute of mind, and ſobriety of demeanour whicli 
affliction never fails to produce in well diſpoſed 
and virtuous- characters.—If your underſtanding 
had not been influenced by the ſubtle ſpells of 


the 
/ 


* 


Gi —eꝛ — — 
= 
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1 bad; n ahOnf you, it could not have been 
pPoſſibſe tor you io have diſplayed a. public inat- 
628108 ta my unbappy ſituation.— If Jour 
Royal Highneſs bag net been thus. pęrverted, 
von quid bot, during my illneſs, have been 
Jeen intexiegted at au Opgra gor, recling into a 
Gamingthouſs, ver preliding as petiy clubs and 
envia. aſſoc iatiqus, where your. appearance, 
45; 29, img, would, have: hen folly, and, at 
this; zune, dag a 6, 1 I mays perhaps, in- 
unde ype3-yoyr/arigns thoughts, by hinting at 
dhe claims uhſgh, Region. has. upon yo, as a 
Source of private bepetir and public example: 
But (rely ng rince, i would. have ben 
Bo ;AMpyration,/t® ονrt Wderſtandingy or your 

heart, —if, when the whole kingdom, Nag en- 
gaged in addreſſing heaven for my recovery, 
you had appeared at ſame place of; public wor- 
2 aud joined in the national ſupplication,— 

Your. good! bemben of Nork might (allo ma 

amends for hie, follies. of the wech, by a figbt 
employment of the Sabbath, inſtegd of ſcandat 
hling| the. inhabitants of London, by a, Sunday 
review, of his regimant in; Hyde iPark, | I do. not 
charge cither of, you wich perſonal, barſhneſs to 
the Queer nevertheleſs, from 5 very ear neſt 


dend anxious manner in which, ſhe, ſpeaks of 
Jour: Fefe attention to ber, aud ſome 
other ſulpicipus/ circumſtancgs, I apprebepd 


that, in her despeſt affliction, The, receiyed litle 
conſolation from her ſons. As foryour ſyppoled 
mamiage,! and the, means you employed, what- 
ever they might. be, to i the, conſcience. of 

, Vain and wy woarap, | hall ay, but ld 
1 E 


ves 
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4 
ſhe alone can be the vidtim of your : deception ; 
for the country is alarmed on do occaſion, and 
will not be deceived : the jealouſy of the nati- 
onal church is alſo awakened, and forms a bar 
rier of ſtztures, 'which the moſt deſperate: of 
your friends will not adviſe you to attack. 

s for K, it becomes me to fübmit to the 
power which' Knows when to give, and whey to 
1. away; and to that j re ol ratefut 
thanks are due. On awa g from m Jelitiuen; 
I find myſelf the object of ſerpreff le oyalry 
from my people; perceive that my righ 
while I was inſenſible ta them, were ſopprted 
with firmneſs, dignity, and affection, by the 
tuo nemajnipg: parts. of the. Conſtitution. -.. It 
does non Afar, that any material inconveni- 
coce N ar War to the cauntry. from. my ab- 
my. return, I find it in proſpexi- 
915 aud San wo and its affairs under the 
men and an uncorrupt Parlia- 
new for. - dine will perſuade, me that the 


9 


Parliament w „ which ſupported a; 


41175 King, 725 — 93 . againſt the, 


to be Ae is bapp PY. oc- 
caſron ſhould be free from alloy. I have my 


forrow ; but it is not for myſelf—it 1s for m 
people it is not that I have been deſerted in 

my utmoſt need by thoſe my former bounty 
fed: in ſhort, I ſhall leave your Royal Hignefs 
to conjectpxe from whence: ee 4 Jags 
anxiety of my breaſt. | ; 


P. 
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whatever they, at this moment, may e what 
ever difference of political opinion may ſubſilt | 


| between your Majeſty and me—there is not 
5 in your n who ſelt a more ker 


ſincere joy than myſelf, on the e | 
event of your l r 
* 1 10 . k * - yn , | 
* 0 * ” * 
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To deal! TOY wht” &''T is not 

„ out. tisfaction, eg "i: 25 Na 
to the real cauſe of it. In ſhort, it * not per- 
fectly clear to my mind, whether your yy pro- 
ceeds from filial love,” patriot herd * the 
| having eſcaped from a! ſituation, which was 
fatale ith dilemmas and difficulties, and 
from whence Jan bave good reaſon to appre- 
hend that ydu would not have been extricated, - 
- without diſnonour to youre, and, nag 


confuſion to the Fun F 


(1 £4 Deen 
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Then, Sit, this miſerable pe fly: re- 
mains between us: you are Wa) Jo, or 1 am 
the moſt depraved of mank ine. 
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e, Gt % 6 Ute, Dine 
I feel it a very painful taſk to juſtify myſelf 
againſt your charge of injuſtice, to which, in 
this inſtance, I ſhould rejoice to pleadiguilty ;— 
but ſo it:1s.—YouriRoyal Highneſs lives not in 
a cloſet; you mingle as much with. the world 
as any other man, and are acquainted with all 
that is paſſing in it. Vou muſt know, that the 
very men who are your favourite friends, are 
my perſonal enemies; and that my underſtand- 
ing, my amuſements, my defects the every 
part of my private, as well as public life, form, 
more or ſeſs, a theme for their wit, their ridi- 
cule, their ſatire, and their contempt. Do not 
their Newſpaper Editors their ſcribblers and 
Fir bern. tell you this ) — Alas! you know it 
all; - yet theſe are the men you take to your 
boſom. If it were to be aſked, in any aſſem- 
bly whatever, who is the perſon, in Great 
Britain, the. moſt afflicted at my recovery? 
would not the univerſal voice return the name 
of Sheridan! —and he is the man to whoſe: 
breaſt you truſt; your ſecret thoughts, whom 
you elevate, to the moſt familiar fociety,” and 
to whoſe benignant care, if it were in your 
power, you would conſign the government 
of the Empire. In ſhort, Sir, have yon not 
found your favourites and Miniſters, where 
Nero would have looked for buffoons, and 
Catiline for conſpiratots ?—Alas 1: are, not 
theſe things ſo ?—and, if they are, what injuſ- 
tice is there in the ſuſpicions: 1 * 
0 


1 have converfed with you 6 4 


and your under anding 
the righu cendoct of yourſelf, if pn} cy weed 
it go alone, aud emancifate it fre tie nuv 
bands ofthoſe, whoſe intereſt it is to Keep it? 
ſwaddling-cloebes'of the own- contrivitig.. I 


their aranfattions with mankind. ' By 
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of your underſtanding or your heart 57 
even if I were to add; that the one is 
verted, and the other depraved, who wil 


telt me that 1 ſin again the tat? 
Tbene remains but hutle ntore- for me te oy 


have rcafoned with: you as 


dcCaonclude this conference with advifing you av & 


Friend. The preſent moment Gers A fair op-. 
portunity of rodetmming your - fe: you are Yet! 
young enough to recover from your'p — oks;” 

is more than equal ts 


you believe: bat your party are your perſonal” 
zende that theiv apparent zen for! what my 
calt your intereſts; aviſes from ay other m 
tives hut to promote teh own j—if you think 
chat they do nes ſhake" their Heads in private at 


your condutt and character, yow are ih & very 


grie vous error. | How cn you fußpeſe, for 4 
moment; thatmen who have: bern wingratefut 
tome; iß it ſhall:anfwer their purpoſe, will not, 
he ungrateful ro:you?—or chat they will govern: 


\. themſelves by a Sdocighs of 'reQitude in their 


conduct towards you, which' they diſdain · in a 
What in- 
fatuation is it that va look for faithful ſervice 
anch affectionate zeal from men, whom the gam. 
ing table ſupports with: luxurips and no tradef- 
man wil eaſt with che neceſſuries ofilife. Let 


5 me exhont yon to turn your back on rt and 


her 
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her crew, and join the votaries of virtue. Give 
dignity to your character, ceconomy to your af- 
fairs, and ſplendor to your life. Return to the 
boſom of your family---add your-portion to the 
domeſtic telicity of thoſe who call you their ſon. 
Throw your frowns at faction —ſtrengthen, by 
your co-operation, the meaſures of Government, 
and no longer diſdain the affeQion of the people. 
Check the ardour, and change the nature. of 
your pleaſures ; call the wiſeſt and beſt men of 
the kingdom about you. Encourage art, bethe 
patron of ſcience, and- beckon virtue to your 
protection. Let every part of your conduct 
compoſe an aſſured omen of all that is great and 
good in the character of a Monarch: ſo that the 
riſing generation may exult in the hope that they 

ſhall enjoy the glories of your reign, and the 
aged patriot expreſs his ſole regret that he ſhall 
not live to behold them.—In ſhort, ſo conform 
your life to honour, that I may end mine in 
peace. ES OR RR Ws ha 8 
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